Artists in the country

Corne returns
to the farmlands

vou sit deswn in o chair
in Corné Eksteen’s stu-
dio, and lock out into
I the slightly pitched
slope that runs in front

of it, you'll instantly understand
just why this enormously falented
young arfist has chosen o remain
in the countryside, rather than in
the big city. The view from
Comé’s studio is nothing less than
wonderhul: as for as the eye can
see ore the ul:l'ﬂ'!.- rn":r'lﬂ hills of
1*:1: [F i Slull_:__ i ||._.l'_.|‘| ||:_1|::1|l.i||“
vigetable garden spreads out
betore the building ond a sense
ol 1mr1-.',p.1|||ir:.- pervades the
ctmasphere in e most undzrskat-
ea way, 1 oo e if nere,” Comea
Iy wrllh & S |||I -_.hr:,r |-|_r|_|ﬂ|‘| “It
enables me bo work in a way thot
is directed and without distrection
and you can never have that in
the busy day-ta-deay life: people
lecd in big cities.”

The studio itself

i r'-cﬂhiﬂg grund = less a stucio in
the troditicnal sense than a work-
ing spoce. But the painting that
dominated it on the day Shell
Farmer visited the Eksteens’ farm
was large and startlingly good.

“I's o commission,” Corné
explained. “A mother has asked

me fo paint her davghter in a his-

torical sefting,” Working with o
photograph, the artist has ploced
the young woeman reclining on a
chaise lounge, locking dreamily
romantic as in paintings of old.
“It's probably nat what | would
choose to do myself,” Comeé
edded. “However, | really value
commissions, as they provide an
qnmrruni'r:,.-' f-l.}r e o FIII!' P e
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ing or perhaps new sheles ”

Corne’s

pe-sona! stamp

15 expressed n the bedroom he
has in his parents’ formhouse
Painted bright colours and hilled
wilh [{{CA L ELs -:_1[ tﬂril:,-ilq_l-ul ary
mausic, the room is dominated h}r
bwe enormous paintings, both
revealing the artist’s humarous
side. “These paintings are not for
sale because they are too infi-
mately connected with my lite,”
Comé said. The most infriguing is
o self-portrait, showing an older
Comné holding himself as o baby.
The other is energetic, focusing
on the artist and two of his

friends in a light-hearted
w:q}5.1||r-£| tussle, 'Whal's most com
pelling abow bath, is the detil

thal Corne places in mis work

It hasn't been easy

for Corné to become a full-lime
arfist. “Growing up on a Feyrm,
well, most people whe do become
fermers themaehes, | stodied sci-
ence and maths at school and not
art, so when it come to choosing
my dagrﬁ& al university, | was
very unsure of being accepted or
even if | was that good. As much
as | loved growing up in the
Lodybrand area, it was hard o

occess infarmation abeul the arl-

Corné with his lighthearted rendition of o friendly tussle

warld, or even get a sense of how
| might Fit im or how well | mighr
do.” fhill, Coné perssverad, Fo-
a while after completing his
degree, he worked in areos relot-
ed to art: *l worked for a clothing
company that was based in
Messing and then in an interior
design shop in Lodybrand. But |
realised that if | wanted to be an
artist, that is what | must do.”

Judging by Corné’s work and the
response he has had ta it, an arfist
is. what he will be.

Corné can be contacted
on 083 305 2044.




